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MEDIA ALERT: 
“GREEN THURSDAY” AT MALL OF AMERICA® KICKS OFF 

NATION’S BIGGEST EVER “FREE” eCYCLING EVENT

Unprecedented Turnout Expected at Mall as Minnesotans Mobilize to Protect Environment

 During Three-Day Great Minnesota eCycling Event

What:  
People are calling it Green Thursday –  the kick off to the nation’s biggest eCycling – or electronics recycling – event ever. This Thursday November 15 through Saturday November 17, the “Great Minnesota eCycling Event” at Mall of America will see the arrival of thousands of cars and truckloads of old TV’s, VCR’s, toasters, computers, monitors and more being saved from the landfill as Minnesotans mobilize to clean house and protect the environment. 


The public is encouraged to bring their personal electronic items to this event, where 100% of the components are recycled, rather than placed in a landfill. This is the first FREE event of this kind. There is no charge to drop off consumer items.

Why:
The Environmental Protection Agency puts electronics like old TV’s, cell phones and computer monitors at the top of the black list when it comes to environmental threats. And the public doesn’t know about it. According to the EPA, electronics are the largest single item in the waste stream today with 250 million computers at risk of entering landfills over the next five years where toxins in their cathode ray tubes can do untold damage to the environment. 

Who:
Eagan-based Materials Processing Corporation (MPC), the nation’s leading electronics recycler is organizing the event and teaming up with the Mall of America, the country’s largest retail mall, to help Minnesotans clean house and protect the environment ahead of the busy Holiday season starting next week.


Governor Tim Pawlenty just this summer passed into law landmark e-Waste legislation allowing for FREE eCycling of consumer electronics placing the financial burden on the electronics manufacturers.  Several Minnesota politicians are expected to attend the event and will likely be helping unload some cars and meeting the public to help educate consumers about the importance of eCycling.

When:
Thursday November 15 – Saturday November 17


Thursday and Friday: 6:00am – 7:00pm


Saturday: 9:00am – 5:00 pm


Note: Thursday November 15th is also known nationally as “America Recycles Day”


Where:
Mall of America - In the old Met Lot directly north of Mall of America

Visuals:
- 
Early morning set up: MPC eCycling trucks being positioned, bustle of event set up

· Governor Tim Pawlenty helping unload consumers’ cars and fill eCycling trucks, pitching 

in to help the event succeed and further his message of proper electronics recycling

· Cars and trucks lined up at all hours of the day dropping unwanted electronics

· Mounds of odd, bizarre and visually cool old electronics 

Interviews:
     Minnesota Politicians on the urgent need to eCycle electronics appropriately



     Materials Processing Corporation Spokesperson on the event organization and what happens



     to collected electronics



     MOA spokesperson on why the Mall got involved 

More: 
Consumers attending the event will not be charged for drop off of old electronics and will also receive a packet of free MOA gifts (included in each packet will be a Mystery Park Pass good for a minimum of six complimentary points and values as high as a complimentary annual pass to the Park at MOA, a Special Guest Star Program Passes granting 200 discounts at retailers within the Mall, and a discount coupon to Underwater World….all while stocks last). 

# # #

Contact:
 Steve Gill, MPC: 612-839-9730; steve@ghost-pr.com
