
Solving Operational Problems with

Anaerobic Digestion

Liberty Paper Inc.



Liberty Paper Inc.

uLinerboard and Coated 

Products Manufacturer

uOperates year round

u150 employees

uOwned by Liberty Diversified



100% Recycled Cardboard Used 

to Make New Linerboard

50 semi-loads per day = 

250,000 new wet tons of product 

per year



1995 Paper Machine Startup





Impact of Increasing Production

uWastewater flows from LPI to City of Becker             
for Final Treatment

uBOD issues at Becker City Treatment Plant

uPapermillreduced wastewater flow

uExcess wastewater was trucked to MCES

u5000 gal wastewater truck/hour for 2 years

u$250K/month trucking and disposal cost

uJustification for Anaerobic solution



2012 Anaerobic Treatment Plant

uAnaerobic Low Solids  Reactor

u$12MM Capital Investment

uPapermillwastewater is the feed

uHigh water cleanliness (90% BOD reduction)

uMethane production



Anaerobic Digestion

uAnaerobic bacteria 

breaks down the 

contaminants

uConsumes waste and 

releases methane 

biogas




