
Smartphone & iPad/Tablet Users

• Download the 
Socrative app 
through your app 
store for free by 
searching “Socrative 
Student”

• www.dem-con.com



• After opening the 
application, type 
“DemCon” when 
prompted for a room 
name and join the 
room

• www.dem-con.com



Laptop users

• Type http://b.socrative.com/login/student/ to 
access the online version of Socrative

• Enter “DemCon” into the room name and join!

• www.dem-con.com

http://b.socrative.com/login/student/


http://b.socrative.com/teacher/#dashboard

• www.dem-con.com

http://b.socrative.com/teacher/#dashboard
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Finally……A Crystal Clear, BLACK 
AND WHITE, answer.

• www.dem-con.com



It depends.

• www.dem-con.com



• Processing capabilities of local recycler;

– Can they physically recover the materials;

– Can the economically recover the materials;

– Does recovery of the material give the processor a competitive advantage;

• End markets for products;

– Do end markets exist? - local and regional end markets may vary;

– Can products be delivered to end markets given the economic and environmental impacts?

• Collection methods;

– Single stream vs. multi-stream collection;

» More products can be collected in mixed single stream bins – 30-50% increase in 
recycling volume;

» Contamination can be an issue in single stream if not managed appropriately.

• Regulatory policy

– Mandatory recycling laws – recently passed mandatory commercial recycling in MN

– Landfill bans (electronics, yard waste, CA plastic bag ban, etc.)

Depends on What?

• www.dem-con.com



So…. there is a 
lot of 

confusion.

• www.dem-con.com



A QUIZ….

“What can go in the Single 
Stream Recycling Bin?”

http://b.socrative.com/teacher/#dashboard

• www.dem-con.com

http://b.socrative.com/teacher/#dashboard
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The Results…….

http://b.socrative.com/teacher/#dashboard

• www.dem-con.com

http://b.socrative.com/teacher/#dashboard


• Plastic Bags, Plastic Film, Tarps

– Wrap around equipment – stops system;

– End up in the trash.

• Shredded Paper

– Falls through system – contaminates glass;

– Ends up in the trash.

• Hoses, Extension Cords, Wire

– Wraps around the equipment – stops system;

– Ends up in the trash.

• Loose Bottle Caps

– Falls through system – contaminates glass;

– Ends up in the trash 

– Leave on bottles to be recycled.

• Drinking Glasses, Mirrors, 

Ceramics

– Contaminate the glass;

– Ends up in the trash.

Top Five Things NOT
to Put in Cart:

• www.dem-con.com
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• Wrap around equipment – stop system;

– End up in the trash.

Plastic Bags – The Problem

• www.dem-con.com
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Plastic Bags – The Message….

• www.dem-con.com



Plastic Bags – The Message….

• www.dem-con.com



• Take back to the retailer – high value recyclable;

• www.plasticfilmrecycling.org

Plastic Bags – The Solution

• www.dem-con.com



• Too small to be captured by 

recycling equipment;

• Too small to sort by hand;

– Even if in bags, they often break

• Contaminates the glass;

– Reduces value of recyclable product;

– End up in the trash.

• Ends up going in the trash.

Shredded Paper – The Problem

• www.dem-con.com



Shredded Paper – The Message….

Paper 
Office paper (including computer, copier, plain fax paper, pastel colored paper (please, NO 
wrapping paper, neon or other bright paper) 
Newspapers and newspaper inserts (NO PLASTIC BAGS) 
Magazines and catalogs 
Shredded Paper (enclosed in sealed paper bag) 
Junk mail (please open your mail to remove any promotional stickers, credit cards, 
membership cards, or other non-paper items)

Please Recycle These Items

• www.dem-con.com



Shredded Paper – The Message….

Many 
MRFs….

• www.dem-con.com



• Avoid shredding when possible;

– Limits recyclability of paper

• Bring back to local recycling drop 

off centers;

– Already being done at many MRFs and county 
collection centers;

• Collection from mobile shredding 

companies?

• Compost shredded material?

• More education on paper in closed 

bags only?

• Other?

Shredded Paper – The Solution

Ideas…

• www.dem-con.com



• Wrap around equipment – stop 

system;

– End up in the trash.

Hoses, Extension Cords, etc.  – The Problem

• www.dem-con.com



Hoses, Extension Cords, etc. – The Solution

• www.dem-con.com
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• Too small for recycling 

equipment to capture;

• Too small to be picked by 

hand;

• Contaminate the glass 

recycling;

• End up in trash.

Loose Bottle Caps – The Problem

• www.dem-con.com



Loose Bottle Caps – The Solution

Put the caps back on the bottles.

• www.dem-con.com



So…..What Can Be Recycled in your
Single Stream Bin?

• www.dem-con.com



Yes:  Cans, Bottles, Lids to 

Containers

NO: Products that contain hazardous materials such as paints, paint 

thinner, automotive fluids, or aerosol cans. Food-soiled aluminum trays, foil, 

and tins should also be placed in the garbage.

Aluminum, Tin and Steel

Yes:  Foil (with no food residue), 

Pie Tins (with no food residue)

• www.dem-con.com
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YES: Milk cartons, juice boxes, 

soup, broth and wine cartons, etc.

NO: Foil juice pouches, flexible 

packaging, or plastic lined cups.

Cartons (Aseptic and Gable Top Containers)

• www.dem-con.com
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YES: Pasta sauce, pickle, salsa, and 

mason jars; beer, wine, salad dressing, 
vegetable and/or olive oil bottles, etc.

NO: Glass that does not contain a product when purchased.

Whole or broken drinking glasses  - plates   - bowls  - Glass vases or decorative glass     
PyrexTM containers   - Window glass  - Ceramics or pottery  - Mirrors

Glass Food and 
Beverage Containers

• www.dem-con.com
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Plastics #1 PET

Plastics #2 

HDPE

YES:  

- Soft Drink, Water, Beer Bottles;
- Mouthwash Bottles;
- Peanut Butter Containers;
- Salad Dressing bottles;
- Vegetable Oil Containers;
- Ovenable Food Trays, etc.

YES:  

- Milk Jugs, Colored and 
Natural;

- Bleach, Detergent, Cleaner;
- Juice Containers;
- Shampoo Bottles;
- Butter and Yogurt Tubs.

HDPEN HDPEC HDPEC HDPEC HDPEC

• www.dem-con.com
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Plastics #4 

LDPE 

Plastics #3 

PVC
YES:  

- Window Cleaner;
- Detergent Bottles;
- Shampoo Bottles;
- Cooking Oil Bottles;
- Clear Food Packaging; 

YES:  

- Squeezable Bottles;

• www.dem-con.com
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Plastics #6 PS 

(Polystyrene)

Plastics #7 Miscellaneous

Plastics #5 PP 

(Polypropylene)

YES:  

- Syrup and Ketchup Bottles;
- Caps to Bottles (on bottle);
- Medicine Bottles;
- Yogurt Containers;

YES:  

- Narrow Neck Screw Top Bottles;

YES:  

- If labeled as compatible with 
another plastic that is recyclable.

• www.dem-con.com
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Other Unacceptable Items?

(complete list available at www.dcmrf.com)

• www.dem-con.com



#6 PS (Polystyrene) – “Styrofoam”

Cups

PlatesTo-go food containersPacking Peanuts

Packing Blocks

Meat Trays

Foam Sheets

• www.dem-con.com
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Other Unacceptable

Glass Bakeware

Mirrors, Window 

Glass

& Auto Glass

Glass not used to

Contain Product

Motor Oil Containers

Coat Hangers

Garden Hoses

Ceramics & Porcelain

• www.dem-con.com
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Other Unacceptable

Medical Waste –

“NO RED BAGS”

Light Bulbs

Food Waste

Waxed Cardboard

Syringes 

& 

Needles

• www.dem-con.com

#7 PLA –

Compostable 

Plastics
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Other Unacceptable

Remote Controls 

or other electronics 

(i.e. cell phones)
Dirty diapers

CDs and CD Cases

Sunglasses and other

Hard, brittle, polyacrylic 

plastics.

• www.dem-con.com

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=v0RXuYhck0ry6M&tbnid=lvh7JsJQETI_vM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://surfbang.com/sunglasses&ei=KPWVUvOcBuWyywO2iIHgBA&bvm=bv.57155469,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNGQFdNKqfJ2c07sjBWLpyy-gTDVEQ&ust=1385645714955681
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=v0RXuYhck0ry6M&tbnid=lvh7JsJQETI_vM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://surfbang.com/sunglasses&ei=KPWVUvOcBuWyywO2iIHgBA&bvm=bv.57155469,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNGQFdNKqfJ2c07sjBWLpyy-gTDVEQ&ust=1385645714955681
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=3K9xSNydz1C_KM&tbnid=ZeE9k5yce0i-pM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https://www.truthinadvertising.org/green-or-shady-eco-friendly-scams/&ei=2MmTUtCwKIblswaMm4HQCw&bvm=bv.57127890,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHRtXa3aljjgwaUpBxivcDaVDgPiA&ust=1385503543578936
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=3K9xSNydz1C_KM&tbnid=ZeE9k5yce0i-pM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=https://www.truthinadvertising.org/green-or-shady-eco-friendly-scams/&ei=2MmTUtCwKIblswaMm4HQCw&bvm=bv.57127890,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHRtXa3aljjgwaUpBxivcDaVDgPiA&ust=1385503543578936
http://www.vectorss.com/misc-objects/cd-dvd-vector.html
http://www.vectorss.com/misc-objects/cd-dvd-vector.html
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=K9C0jAUpj3cUAM&tbnid=z5c2Dg8DjUx61M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.innovgroup.com/Slim-Single-DVD-Case.htm&ei=8_SVUrKGAeHNywPct4CoDw&bvm=bv.57155469,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNEVh2z01ProbvZK-2Nyx-IMlLywfQ&ust=1385645670686745
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=K9C0jAUpj3cUAM&tbnid=z5c2Dg8DjUx61M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.innovgroup.com/Slim-Single-DVD-Case.htm&ei=8_SVUrKGAeHNywPct4CoDw&bvm=bv.57155469,d.bGE&psig=AFQjCNEVh2z01ProbvZK-2Nyx-IMlLywfQ&ust=1385645670686745


Improving Recycling

• Recyclable Packaging:

– Better communication between brand 
owners and recyclers;

– Consumer/retailer pressure on brand owners 
for recyclable packaging (i.e.  Walmart –
Holiday Coke bottle).

• Increased recycling efforts

– Away from home – commercial & retail;

– Rural areas.

• Consistent messaging from brand 

owners, municipalities, haulers, 

and recyclers;

• Clear and consistent product 

labeling and messaging:

– What is recyclable

– How best to recycle packaging

• www.dem-con.com



Clear and Consistent Labeling
One example:

The How2Recycle Label is a voluntary, standardized labeling 
system that clearly communicates recycling instructions to 
the public

• www.dem-con.com
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Plastic Bags
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Frozen Food Packages
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#2 - HDPE COMPATIBLE

#7 OTHER
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Future Trends and Recycling Challenges:

• Moving from glass to plastic;

– Lighter weight, more versatile, more economical.

• Increased use of flexible packaging;

– 3.5% Annual increase in flexible packaging;

– Flexible film packaging (multi-layer, mulit-resin)

» Not currently recyclable 

» Offers other “up-stream” benefits – source reduction, shelf life, labeling, 
transportation, etc.

– Move toward “smart packaging” (temp, expiration date, etc.)

• Light-weighting of packaging;

• Movement toward “Smart Packaging”;

– Temperature, product expiration, interactive packaging

• Increased pressure on recyclability of packaging;

– Walmart only stocking recyclable packaging;

– Coca Cola Sustainable Packaging initiative;

– Removal or revised specs. on sleeve labels;

– Dunkin Donuts proposed move to PP cups from PS cups.
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Strangest Thing Ever Seen
on Recycling Line?

• www.dem-con.com
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