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Our mission

Protect and improve the environment and 
human health.
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Our vision

Clean water, air and land support healthy 
communities and ecosystems, and a strong 

economy in Minnesota.
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Organizational 
values



Priority #1
Efficiency and due diligence



Priority #2
Stakeholder engagement and communication



Priority #3
Addressing climate change



Sustainable materials management
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• Minimize the total 
environmental impacts 
of materials over their 
entire life cycles

• An integrated framework



Solid waste snapshot
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MPCA priorities
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• Focus efforts at the top, 
where environmental 
benefits are most 
significant

• Working together to 
move waste “up the 
hierarchy”



Organics
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Following the waste hierarchy:

1. Prevent wasted food

2. Donate food to people

3. Donate food to livestock

4. Compost (organics recycling)

Focus on prevention and reuse

• Of the food we throw away, 70% of it 
was edible.

• Food production uses enormous 
amounts of energy and resources.

• Food waste is a significant 
contributor to climate change.

• Preventing food waste has the 
largest environmental impact – even 
better than composting.



Upcoming grant opportunities

• Reduce quantity of wasted 
food

• Improve food rescue 
programs

• Remove barriers to 
expanding organics recycling 
programs

Volunteer sorts through food rescued from 
Twin Cities grocery stores

Photo by Julie Siple | MPR



Recycling

Recycling generates profit 
and creates jobs.



Recycling markets development
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MPCA Recycling Market Development 
Group: working group with about 24 
members 

• Focus on end markets and facilities: 
what needs to be developed?

• With limited resources, where 
should we focus our energy?

• Subgroups on mixed paper, glass, 
and organics



Markets development, continued

Minnesota must actively seek to grow 
the number of businesses that use 
recycled materials in their manufacturing 
processes.

• Recycling markets are cyclical.

• Minnesota needs to be in this for the 
long-haul.

• Upcoming grant opportunity: $400k to 
help businesses, RFP coming in early 2020.
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Recycling Education Committee
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Better recycling education = 
More and better quality recycling =
Stronger recycling markets.

• Provide consistent messaging for 
recycling programs across MN

• Avoid “wish-cycling”

• Tackle common challenges and share 
best practices



Climate change and solid waste

Minnesota’s changing climate 
will have impacts for solid 
waste.

From the State’s Climatology 
Office:

• Minnesota is becoming warmer 
and wetter

• Lowest temperatures are 
warming fastest

• Extreme rainfall events increasing
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Solid waste challenges

• Reduce food waste going to 
landfills

• “Wish-cycling”

• Support for local recycling 
markets



Thank you!

Laura Bishop
Laura.Bishop@state.mn.us

10/28/2019 19


	Collaborating to meet Minnesota’s �environmental challenges
	Our mission
	Our vision
	Organizational values
	Priority #1�Efficiency and due diligence
	Priority #2�Stakeholder engagement and communication
	Priority #3�Addressing climate change
	Sustainable materials management
	Solid waste snapshot
	MPCA priorities
	Organics
	Upcoming grant opportunities
	Recycling
	Recycling markets development
	Markets development, continued
	Recycling Education Committee
	Climate change and solid waste
	Solid waste challenges
	Thank you!

